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The document analyzes Mao Tse-Tung's "Three Main 
Rules of Discipline" and "Eight Points For Attention" and presents, 
by way of comparison, the text of the "Code of Conduct" issued by the 
President of the United States for members of the armed forces during 
the Vietnam War. Mao's regulations were revised by the General 
Headquarters of the Chinese People's Liberation Army in 1947 as 
follows: obey orders in all your actions, do not take a single needle 
or piece of thread from masses, and turn in everything captured. The 
"Eight Points for Attention" were revised to include the following: 
(1) speak politely, (2) pay fairly for what you buy, (3) return 
everything you borrow, (4) pay for anything you damage, (5) do not 
hit or swear at people, (6) do not damage crops, (7) do not take 
liberties with women, and (8) do not abuse captives. The "Code of 
Conduct" for American soldiers, intended to inform them of behavior 
expected of them during war time, contains six statements: I am 
prepared to give my life in defense of my country; I will never 
surrender. of my own free will; if captured, I will continue to 
resist; if I become a prisoner of war, I will keep faith with my 
fellow prisoners; when questioned, I will make no statements disloyal 
to my country; and I will never forget that I am an American fighting 
man. (Author/DB) 
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PREFACE 



Michael Massie, a secondary social studies teacher and a Vietnam 
veteran presents a brief analysis of Chairman Mao Tse-tung's "Three Main 
Rules of Discipline" and "Eights Points for Attention," which were set 
forth in 1928 and later revised in 1929 and 1947, for the Chinese People's 
Liberation Army. 

This paper contains a complete copy of the up-to-date revisions of 
these two documents and the text of the ''Code of Conduct" issued by the 
President of the United States for the Armed Forces of the United States. 

A comparision of the instructions to the Chinese People's Liberation 
Army with those issued for the Armed Forces of the United States makes 
for 3ome interesting reading. 



Eli Seifman 
General Editor 
Stony Brj^-!: M^Jl/ri. 
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The Three Main Bxiles of Discipline* and Eight Points for 
Attention were laid do\m by Vao Tsetung-, for the People's Liberation 
Army, during the years 1928, 1929, and 19^7. There were tyo revisions 
after 1928, The original rules handed do\-m by Mao in 1928, were as 
follows: (1) Obey orders in yoiar actions, (2) Do not take a northing, 
from the workers and peasants, and (3) Turn in all things from local 
tryants. After 1929, Mao revised the rules and made the follo^/ing 
changes, Rule 2 became, " Do not take a single needle or piece of 
thread from the masses.". Rule 3 was ch?.nged to, " Turn in all money 
raised," The last revision made by Mao was in October 10, 19^7. 
The ctirrent Three I-iain Rules of Discipline are as follow3; (1) Obey 
orders in all your actions, (2) Do nc/t take a single needle or piece 
of 'thread from the masses, (3) Turn in everything captured. The first 
main rule is self explanatory* It simply means that a soldier must 
ohey all orders from his superiors and follow them in his actions to 
"the letter* The revision of Rule 2, can he explained in this fashion. 
During the Civil Wars^ith the K.M.T., ( Koumingtang forces under the 
leadership of Chiang I^i Shek ) it was a veil knov/n fact that the K.M. 
troops would rob grain and other foodstiaf fs from the peasants once 
they captured an area* .Fot only were grain and other supplies stolen, 
from them without payment from the K*M,T. troops, hut anything of valu 
was also taken by them. Kao, hoped by creating these simple rules for 
the People's Liberation Army to follow he would gain the respect and 
admiration of the peasants and workers, and adherence to these rixles 
would help make possible the much needed support,. for the P.L.A. to 
carry on the war against the K.M.T* The third rule, and its revisions 
are centered around the same thoughts of Mao. Here ^Sao,laid down this 
rule in order that all arms and monies taken from the 'local supporters 



of the K.M.T. would be turned in* Mao's piirpose here was to sho^'X 
the peasants and vrorkers. that the People's Liberation Army was a 

" people's " array and was concerned about the welfare of the peasants 
and workers • His primary concern was to show the people through the . 
\c,tions of the People's Liberation Arn>', that this army was not like 
the greedy, selfish, brutal, and murderous forces of the Koioningtang. 

The original Eight Points of Attention, started out as Six Points 
and were later revised in 19^7. The Six Points of Attention in 1928, 
wer^i as follows; (1) Put back the doors you have taken down for bed- 
boards; (2) Pi;t back the straw you h^ve used for bedding; (3) Speak 
politely; C^) Pay fairly for what you buy, (5) Return everything you 
borrow; and (6) Pay for anything you damge. Two more points were latt 
added to the orgir^l six, they were, " Do not bathe within sight of 
worien and-" Do not search the pockets of captives/' What must be 
kept in mind v/hile reading the orgir^l points of attention is that 
Mao*s forces consisted of peasants and workers, and were not professio: 
soldiers. lao's forces were participating in guerilla type operations 
and they slept and at'j when and where it was possible for then •*'-o do s^ 
In the base areas, political work and productive labor was also part 
of the daily operations. V/hen the soldiers were not fighting they wer 
busy producing their own grain, or mending their weapons aiid clothes o 
S"ome time was also used to purchase foodstuffs tb^t were iir^vailable 
to them from the local peasants. The political work was made up of 
pointing out to the peasants, .rithin and around their base areas, whic 
were generally in the m.ountain regions,. the differences between the 
people's army and the Kourdngtang . These peasant soldiers would relay 
to other peasants the reasons for their fight against the K.M.T, 'force 
and why it was ;}ustified. Also, another point must be made clear whij. 



J." 

looking over the orginal Points of Attention, we Eust keep in nind 
is tliat by shoving the people that the P.L.A= respected the things 
they borrovred from th^ peasants , and even paid for any damges they 
made J \ras geared for v.;,r.nlng over the peasants alligance. The K^M.T., 
on the other hand, had no regard for the peasants plight, and were 
knovm'to destroy property and people vantorJIy. The K.M.T. and its 
actions against the peasants nade it possible for the P.L.A* to \Jin 
over many people to their cause, and continue the v/ar against the Kou- 
ningtang for a period over twenty yeairs* Vanning over, the people "by 
shovring then their concern for the peoples* veil -being, helped the 
People ^3 Liberation Arioy get recruits for their fight. 

The Eight Points of Attention handed Qo-./n by Mao for the People *3 
Liberation Arnr/ in October 10, 19^7 are soiuevrhat the sane, vnLth the 
same general thoiights behind them v;hich I b^ve mentioned before ♦ These 
Eight Points of Attention are as follov/s: (1) Speak politely: (2) Fay 
fairly for vxkat you buy, (3) Return everything you borrow, (h) Pay 
for an^'thing you dairago, (5) Do not hit or s-rear at people, (6) 
Do not da^nage crops, (7) Do not take liberties vTith vonien, (8) Dp not 
ill treat captives. The key to understanding these Points of Attention 
is that the People's Libsration -Ar:ny vas moving av;ay from being a 
gueril3..a t:.^;:? cr.^-?."^-.i:T.tion5 ano. r.cving to^r^^rds positioiv-w- t:-^e varfaro. 
\rLth posltiortal type, or traditional tj^e battle lines. V/han this nove 
vas nade guerilla v/arfare beca-^ie a supplementary means of ccinbat, not 
the LTain ]:nothod of warfare. The positional type iv-arfare is the type 
whereas both combat forces ha'/e clear lines of battle, and v^as the 
second phase of the People ^s Liberation Army in order to beat their 
enoriy^ the Koumingtar^ forces. The People's Liberation Arrr^^ already 
had done e:cbonsive da:ri.age to the xCJUT. amies, vdth the effective use 



of g-aerilla v:arfp,re, and nDvr thoy. loolced ahoad to destroying the 
Koiiniingtang forces in the traditional manner. ?-?y point is that,- 
since guerilla activity vas no longer the main thrust of the P.L.A,, 
Ibio rex'ised the Points of Attention to fit the People's Liberation 
Arny in that stage of comhat. Loold.ng over then it would he correct 
to say ttet most of them are self-eicplanatoiy , and can he easily • 
understood. They center around the factors that vould lead the peasants 
to support the People's Liberation Aritiy, and help destroy the K.M.T,, 
forces. " Return everything you horrow, " is quite different fron 
the attitude of the Kourningtang forces. Their apparent attitude ^-Tas 
quite the opposite, it vas to take anything or everything of value 
from the peasants, vithout paying for what they took. Again the Kou- 
rcingtang forces were noted for plundering, raping, and stealing from 
the peasants at will. It vias the cominori practice of the Kouningtang 
' troops to hehave as thdeves and handits. 1-toder vas also used as a 
means of suppressing the people, ^ao wanted to make c^ertain the 
People's Liberation Ariny vas not noted for those actions of the K.M.T., 
and that is the purpose behind the Points of Attention for the People's 
Liberation krmy. The Eight Points of Attention are all conunon sense 
items, and must be looked at for the time they were given, and for 
what purr.oser.. Discipline is important for any arrr' and ^d-thout it ' 
the worst in man's nj?.ture can show through. l'!ao, as a erJ.ightened 
leader gave the People's Liberation Arw rules they certainly could 
live with, and if followed would gain the people's support, admiration, 
and of coui'se get the necessary recrvn.ts for the vai* vrith the K.M.T. 

The official Tliree Kain Rules of Discipline and th? Eight Points 
for Attention are included on the follo^.n.ng page. I h:ave also inc3.uded 
the Code of Conduct, given to the Armed Forces of the United States 
by the President of the Un3.ted States of America. 



TKE THREE H^IN RULES OF DISCIFLIJIE MiD EIGHT POIIvIS FOR 
ATTEITTION- IISTRUCTION OF THE GEJERAL KEADQU^RTEES 0? 
THE CHIIIESE PEOPLE'S' LIBERATION ARl-ff- 

October 10, 19^7 

1. Otir Army^s Three Kain Riales of Discipline and Eight points 

for Attention have been practised for many years, but their 

contents vary slightly in arniy iinits in different areas. They 

have novr been -unified and are hereby reissued. It is expected 

that this version vrill be taken as the standard one for thorough 

•# 

education in the army and strict enforcement. As to other matters 
needing attention, the high coiumand of the armed forces in different 
areas wjxy lay down additional points in accordance vith specific 
conditions and order their enforcement. 

2. The Three Main Rules of Discipline are a:^ fo-llows: 

(1) Obey orders in all your actions. 

(2) Do not take a single needle or piece of thread from 
masses. 

(3) Turn in everything captured. 

3# The Eight Points for Attention are as follows: 
CD-SpoaV polit£;ly, 

(2) Fay fairly for vhat you buy. 

(3) Return everything you borrow. 
(^f) Fay for an:^'thing you dan^age. 
C5) Do not hit or swear at people. 
C6) Do not damge crops ♦ 

(7) Do not take liberties v/lth wonen. 

(8) Do not ill-treat captives. 

8 



CODE OF CGIDUCT 

" By virtue of the authority vested in ne arj President of ths 
United States, and as Ccinmander in Ciiief of the Arr.ed Forces 
of the United States, 'X hereby prescribe the Code of Conduct 
for members of the Arced Forces of the United States vh-ich 
is attached to fnis order and hereby made a part thereof , , " 

-1- 

I A!I All A2'3RIGAI" PIC-HZI'iG Mill. I SERTS III THE FORCES V/HICH 
GUABD m COTCEHY ATD OL'^. V/AY OF LIF3. . I AI-I PREPARED TO GIVE m 
LIFE Ii: TTIEIR DSFEIBEo ■ 

A tnetnber of the Arned Forces is al'.-ra.ys a fighting ran. As such, 
it is his duty to oppose the enemies of the United States regardless 
of the clrciiiTistances in v/hich he inay find hinself , whether in active 
participation in co^nbat, or as a prisoner of yrar^ 

I V/ILL rrE^/ER STPvRSIDER OF IIY OVW FREE V/ILL. IF Ii.r C0l2-lkl^ I 

VILL -injv'ZR 3rRRE:M)ER l-f/ I-S:: V/HILE T3iEY STILL II^vT: TrIE >EAIS TO RESIST 

As an individual, 'a menfoer of the Armed Forces may never volim- 
tarily s-urrender himself c V/hen isolated and he can no longer injLllct 
casiialitics on the enertz^^ it is his duty to evade capture and rejoin 
the nearest iriencily forces. 

The responsibility and authority of a coir:niander never e>rtends to 
the surrender of his covnTiand to the enem^r wliile it h^s povrer to re- 
sist or ovude. Vvhen isolated^ or cut off, or surrounded, a unit nust 
continue to fight until relieved, or able to rejoin fi?iendly forces, 
by breaking out or by evading the en^i^f. 



( COKTIIIUED ) 
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IP I AM CAPTURED I WILL COl^TIKIE TO RESIST BY ALL ^EA^o AVAIDVBLS^ 
I V7ILL MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ESCAPE A?3) AID (>2KEFS TO ESCAPE, I V/ILL 
ACCEPT I-"EITHSR PAROLE NOR SPECIAL FAVORS y'ROM THE ElfSMY, 

The duty of a member of the Armed Forces to continue resistance 
by a3J. means at his disposal is not lessened by the misfortune of 
capture. Article 82 of the Geneva Convention pertains and must be 
explained. He will escape if able to do so^ and will assist others 
to escape. Parole agreements are promises given the captor by a 
prisoner of var upon his faith and honor, to fulfill stated condit- 
ions, such as not to Dear arms or not to escape, in consideration 
of special privileges, usually release from captivity or lessened 
restraint. He will never sign or enter into a parole agreement ♦ 

IF I BSCOrS A PRISOin^R OF WAR, I WILL KEEP FAITH WITH Lff FSLL0V7 . *, 
PRISONERS. I WILL GIVE NO ITTFORM^TION OR TAKE PART IN A?iY ACTIOlV 
XffllCH MIGHT BE HAR>!FDL TO I^Y COIP.ADES . IF I AM SENIOR I WILL TAKE 
COMrAND. IF NOT I WILL OBEY TIIE LAWFL^ ORDERS OF THOSE APPOIIiTED 
OVER ME AM) WILL EACK.TF^M UP IN EVERY V/AY. 

Informing or any -other action to the detriment of a fellow prisone: 
is despicable and expressly forbidden* Prisoners of var must avoid 
helping the enemy identify fellov; prisoners vxho nsiy have knowledge 
of particular value to the enein^r, and cay therefore be made to suffer 
coercive interrogation, : ' . , 

S'trong leadership is. essential to discipline. V/ithout discipline 

10 



( C0J3TIKUED ) ^. 

camp organization, resistance and even survival may be impossible 
Personal hygiene, c^^•Jlp sanitation, and care of sick and voi^.ded 
are imperative. Offlceri ani non-conrdssloned officers of the 

f 

United States will con::^.,ue to oarry out their responsibilities and 
exercise their authority subseqiiont to capture. The senior line 
officer or nonconrilssloned officer within the prisoner of war camp 
or group of prisoners will assume command according to rani: ( or 
precedence ) without regard to Service. This responsibility and 
accountability may not be evaded. If the senior officer or non- 
commissioned officer is incapacitated or unable to act for any 
reason, comsand \-rlll be assumed by the nex-t se.nlo.r. If the fore- 
going organisation cannot be affected, an organization of elected 
representatives, as provided for in Articles 79~81 Geneva Convention 
Relative to Treatment of Prisoners of War, or a covert organization, 
or both,. will be formed. 

-5- 

VmEi«T QUEST 10?3D, SHOUTD I BECOME A PRISOh-ER OF V7AR, I AM 30DI?D TO 
GIVE OirLY NAME, MI-JK, SERVICE KTOiBSR, PJiD DATS OF BIRTH. I VflLL 
EVADE AIISVrSRIKG FlTRThER QUE3TI01P3 TO THE Ur?-[CST OF IfY ABILITY. I 

» 

WILL M'VKE NO, ORAL OR VfRlTTEN STATE?'B?7r3 DISLOYAL TO IVi CC'^'THY A!^ 
ITS ALLIES OR EAR>rFijL TO TP35IR CAloE. 

When questioned, a prisoner of war is requirscl by the Geneva 
Convention and permitted by this Code to disclose his name, rank, 
service number and date of birth. A prisoner of war may also 
communicate v;ith the enerny regarding his individual health or welfare 
as a prisoner of war and, when appropriate on routine matters of 
caiap adminlstratiorr-. Oral or vrrltten confessions true or false, 
queGtionr^ires, perscrjal history statements, propaganda recordings 
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and broadcasts, appeals to other prisoners of var, signatxires 
to peace or stsrrender appeals, self criticisins- or any other oral 
or vn?itten communications on behalf of the ensTny or critical or 

« 

harmful to the United States, its allies, the Armed Forces or 
other prisoners are forbidden^ ■ 

ilt is a violation of the Geneva Convention to place a prisoner 
of war i;nder physical or mental torture or any other form of coercion 
to secure from h:in irif ormation of any kind. .If, however, a prisoner 
is subjected to such treatment, he will endeavor to avoid by every 
means the disclosure of any information, or the making of any state- 
ment or the performance of any action harmjful to the interests of 
the UnJ-ted States or its allies or wh-ich will provide aid or comfort 
to the enemy, ^ 

Under Communist Bloc reservations to the Genera Convention, the 
signing of a confession or the making of a statement by a prisoner 
is likely to be used to convict him as a war erimlr.al under the laws 
of his captors,. This conviction has the effect of removing him from 
prisoner of war status and according to this Communist Bloc device 
denying liim any protection under term.s of th3 Geneva Convention 
and repatriation until a prison sentence is served. 

-6- 

I WILL irEVER FORGET TMT I AM AN A>EP.ICAN FIGKTIIfG M^^N, RZSPOISIBLE 
FOR m ACTIOIS, A!iD DEDICATED TO TKE PRIKCIFLE3 WHICH FADE m 
COUTTRY FREE. I WILL TBIBT IN m GOD AIJD IJi THE Ui-ilTED STATES OF' 
AMERICA. 

The provisions' of the Uniform Code of Military Justice, whenever 
appropriate, continue to apply to members of the Armed Forces wliile 
prisoners of war. Upon repatriation, the conduct of prisoners 



C COOTIflTjED ) 

will be examined as to the circtuastancss cf capture and through 
the period of detention vith due regard for the rights of the 
individual and consideration for the conditions of captivity. 

A member of the Armed Forces who becomes a prisoner of vrar has 
a continuing obligation to remain loyal to his cotmtry, his . Servic 
and his unit, 

The life of a prisoner of war is hard. He must never give up 
hope. He must resist enemy indoctrination. Prisoners of war who 
stand firm and united against the enemy will aid one another in 
surviving this ordeal. 



(AG^-61 C2 ?!ay 57) 
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